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BERNARDS TWP. - For
some Fellowship Village resi-
dents, the most vivid Christmas
memoriesare those of their own
childhoodslong ago.

For others, the most unforget-
table holidays occurred when
they were serving in the military
far from home, or when their own
children werelittle.

The Christmasstories of some
65 residents were collected by
resdent Betty Frair as part of a
holiday program at the continu-
ing care retirement community.

Many of the dories involve
family traditions: burning a bay-
berry candle for good luck, plac-
ing a miniature nativity scene at
children's eye level in the middle
of the Christmastree, or creating
an old-fashioned Christmas tree

el

with real candlesinstead of elec-
tric bulbs.

Some of the stories are about
Christmas gifts received and
given, the cherished ones as wdl
as the disappointing ones. Some
memories are of moments of
great joy, while othershave to do
with making the best of adifficult
situation.

The following is a small sam-
pling of the Christmas memories.

‘Outpouring Of Love’

For Bob and Helene Williams,
the most memorableholiday wes
the one nearly 20 yearsago when

their house burned down a few -

days before Christmas.

Although it could have been a
terrible Christmas, the
Williamses said it ended up being
the opposite because of the kind-
ness of friendsand strangers.

"The neighborsgot alist from

us of al the Christmas presents
we logt in the fire and, miracu-
loudly, within just two days before
Christmas, purchased every gift
that had gone up in flames," they
recalled.

"We got two Christmas trees
and dl kinds of decorations -
someof them homemadeby chil-
dren. Someone gave us a toaster,
another gave us a radio - which
we gill useto this day." A little
boy in the neighborhood sent a
notewith a quarter taped toit.

"We were overwhel med by the
outpouring-of love of-the people
in the neighborhood and the
community - and half of them we
didn't even know. It was-a
Christmaswewill dwaysremem-
ber ... and it could just be the best
Christmas we ever had," they
concluded.

Lifelong Friend

All Christmas presentsare not
created equal. Some may be bro-
ken or discardedby childrenwith-
in days, while others become
friendsthat last alifetime.

Suchisthe casewith the teddy
bear that occupies a prominent
place in Betty Boughton's living
room at FellowshipVillage

She recalls that the cuddly

tllage res dents shara

stuffed bear she named "Woofy
Woof-Bear" was left under the
treefor her when she was a little
girl of about 4.

"Woofy quickly became my
favorite”” Boughton sad. "He
even attended college and has
been loved by three generations.
He sitsin a child's antique cap
tain's chair that was used by his
admirerswhen they were smdl.”

Special Delivery

Dorothy McCoy said her best
Christmas present was a little
bundle of joy who arrived a bit
earlier than expected.

-McCoy said she and her hus
band were in the midst of a fami-
ly Christmas Eve celebration at
their home when she went into
labor. The guests - her brother
and his family - quickly departed.

"In no time at dl, we were on
the way to the hospita," McCoy
remembered."While my husband
was regisering me at the front
desk, | wasrushed up to the deliv-
ery room ... and in minutes, we
were the proud parents of a
bouncing baby boy who arrived
just in timefor Christmes."

The baby's name? "What else
could be cal him but Nod!" she
sad.



